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THE Government is losing the legal dogfight to rid Victoria of pit bulls.

Councils have been beaten in more than half of appeals by owners trying to
save their pets.

About 150 pit bulls have been put down since "restricted breed" laws were
introduced last September, and another 20 are in pounds awaiting
destruction, a source told the Herald Sun.

evidence at appeals, is being attacked by angry owners for putting down some of the animals.

Despite a moral objection to destroying pit bulls - it "should be the deed of the
dog and not the breed of the dog" - the RSPCA, which refuses to give
Animal services manager Helen Cocks said the society opposed "breed-specific legislation".

"Itis extremely sad that dogs that are deemed to meet these new breed standards under the law, but would
otherwise be good canine citizens, may be put to sleep," she said.

Some vets have refused to destroy dogs on the grounds of breed alone, Australian Veterinary Association Victorian
president Dr Susan Maastricht said.

Editorial: Tighten leash on these dogs

VCAT hearings have led to Facebook threats against council animal inspectors and a vow by one senior vet to never
again give evidence.

A four to six-month delay in the VCAT process forces councils to spend $27.50 a day to keep animals on death row,
adding up to $3000-$5000 a dog.

Councils seeking to destroy dogs they assess as pit bulls have lost six of 11 VCAT appeals.

Councils rely on physical measurements, leading to a contest between expert evidence from both sides.

"Pit bulls and pit bull-type dogs have lost their right to exist in Victoria," Agriculture Minister Peter Walsh said.
"We make no apology for the tough actions we have taken to protect Victorians, particularly children, from attacks
like the one that tragically killed Ayen Chol (the four-year-old whose death last August helped prompt the new

laws)."

American Pit Bull Terrier Club of Australia secretary Bonnie Norton said neighbours were phoning the dangerous
dogs hotline, resulting in councils searching properties.

"They are coming out and taking much-loved family pets that have done nothing wrong," she said.
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